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 New Information:

1.Literacy Week - we had an amazing inaugural 
Literacy Week here at North Otter! Students and staff 
had a lot of fun participating in the various literacy 
events that were planned. By far the most amazing part 
was our Friday PJ and Flashlight Day. Students broke 
into house teams and big buddies and little buddies 
grabbed books and flashlights and enjoyed an afternoon 
of reading. It was amazing!! Thanks to our school 
literacy team for organizing! 

2.Staff updates - We will soon be welcoming our new 
secretary to our school. We need to wait for her to have 
time to leave her current position, but we hope to have 
her in place within the next couple of weeks. We are 
happy to have Mr. Calvin Leung coming to help out at 
North Otter.  He is a recently retired Langley principal 
(from Richard Bulpitt Elementary) the district has 
brought in to support admin at North Otter on 
Wednesday afternoons.  Besides being around for any 
occasional school or classroom support needs, he is 
working with specific groups of students in SEL or 
mathematics.  Please feel free to say, “Hello” if you see 
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him around! 

3. Pumpkin Decorating Contest: The Jr. Otters have 
requested that we host a Pumpkin Decorating/carving 
Contest once again! For families new to the school this 
means that on Halloween Day (October 31st) students 
bring their decorated or carved pumpkins directly to the 
gym where Jr. Otter members will be present to help 
you place your pumpkin in an appropriate area. Voting 
will happen at lunch; pumpkins can be picked up at the 
end of the day. DON”T FORGET - we will also be 
having our traditional Halloween Parade at 9am.  There 
are a few other contests - see Halloween Happenings 
notice sent home this week. 

4.Interim Reports - As we did last year, this year we 
will be sending home these reports when you come to 
your child’s parent-teacher conference. For those that 
are unable to make a conference time, your child will 
be sent home with their interim report. On Friday, 
November 1st.  

5.Parent-Teacher Conferences: Just a reminder that 
Parent-Teacher Conferences are quickly coming your 
way. A letter was sent home for you to fill in and return 
as soon as possible. Conferences are on Tuesday, 
October 29th from 2 - 7:30 & Wednesday, October 30th 
from 2 - 4:30. Please make it a priority to come and 
meet with your child’s teacher to see how they are 
settling in to their new school year! 

6.Child Care Survey - from the City & Township of 
Langley. Child Care Consultation: City and 
Township of Langley 
Do you think Langley needs more child care spaces? 
Are you in need of before and after school care in 
your neighbourhood? The City and Township of 
Langley want to hear from parents, guardians and 
providers about childcare. They are asking for your 
input to help planners address child care needs in 
the future. Please take this survey here. Or see 
attached information. 
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Upcoming dates: 

October
18th – Saleema Noon in 
classes; TWIN DAY: PAC 
Gym Night 6:30 - 8:00
25th – Provincial Pro-D Day – 
No School for Students
28th – 31st – Book Fair in the 
Library
29th/30th – 1 hour early 
dismissal (1:29) – Parent 
Teacher Conferences
31st – Happy Halloween/
Pumpkin Carving Contest & 
Halloween Parade 9am

November
1st - PAC Pumpkin Chuckin
7th - Remembrance Day 
Assembly
8/11 - School Closed for 
Calendar Variation Day & 
Remembrance Day.
15th - PAC Hot Lunch & Gym 
Night & Loonie Moustache 
Day
19th - Picture Retake Day
22nd - PJ/Boardgame Day
25th - No School for Students 
- Report Card Prep/Design & 
Assessment Day
29th - PAC Hot Lunch 

https://form.simplesurvey.com/f/s.aspx?s=607B65AB-EF83-4192-B0B6-0BD0817082B3&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
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7. Drinking Water Letter (please see attached).To summarize what’s 
in the letter, the District tests a third of a set of schools every year. 
North Otter was in the latest round. There are no concerns. If 
parents/guardians/staff have questions and/or concerns they 
should be emailing feedback@sd35.bc.ca. 

8. HUGE thank you to Otter Co-op for their ongoing support of our 
school in a variety of ways. They provide gift cards to help support 
purchasing food for students for our snack/lunch program; our 
Giant’s tickets; and our Thursday bread and treat program.  

9.  Cross Country: A huge congrats to all of our team members - they 
represented our school very well. A special shout out to Damian & 
Jesse for representing our school at the District Championships this 
past Wednesday.  

10.Library Update: Please see attached newsletter from Mrs. Peach for 
updates regarding the upcoming Book Fair, etc.  

11. Coming soon to our school! Club Friday! Coming home next week 
will be a letter to all students outlining this new community activity 
we are offering at North Otter. For a 5-week period of time, the last 
hour of Friday’s will be Club Time! All students will be choosing a 
club to sign-up for and participate in. We will be in need of parent 
volunteers to help support this program. If you are available, please 
sign-up on the form when it comes home.  

12.CELL PHONES - just a reminder for parents to please discuss with 
their children that as soon as students arrive at school, cell phones 
need to be put away (THIS INCLUDES AT BREAKFAST CLUB). 
Cell phones should not be used on site unless directly permitted by 
teachers. Cell phones should be placed into backpacks for the 
duration of the day or handed to the classroom teacher for safe 
keeping.  

13.Creating a Culture of Kindness: Did you know that a child’s 
exposure to violent video games not only tends to increase 
aggression in children but also reduces their cooperative and kind 
tendencies? Current research is also showing that such exposure 
decreases a child’s prosocial behaviours such as the ability to show 
empathy towards others. On the other hand, kindness is contagious 
and acts of kindness not only can positively influence other people 
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but also can spread other prosocial behaviours such as compassion 
and increase one’s general happiness. 

14.Jr. Otters (our version of Student Council) is up and running for 
interested Grade 6 & 7 students. We held our 2nd meeting this week 
and the students have chosen a few fun activities for the month of 
October and have eagerly joined some new committees where their 
leadership skills can shine even further! Our first planned fun day is 
on Oct. 18th - Twin Day! (or triplet, or …). They are also lending a 
helping hand to create the annual ‘Haunted Hallway’ in the 
intermediate wing of the school and will be helping organize for our 
Pumpkin Decorating Contest. Keep an eye out for our November 
Events: Moustache Day, November 15th, (all students will be 
encouraged to bring a loonie to purchase a moustache to wear. All 
proceeds of this fundraiser will go to Movember Initiatives/Prostate 
Cancer. We will also be organizing a PJ/Boardgame afternoon on 
Friday, November 22nd.  

 

13. A reminder - parents please do not smoke or vape on school grounds. We have young 
lungs at work at North Otter. If you must, please smoke/vape off of school grounds and away 
from the school. Thank you.

14. Parents, please look at the community events section of the School District 
website (link below)which can be informative & helpful. Here is the link:  
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/news-events/community-bulletin-board/ 
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DPAC News Subscription Now Available  http://langleydpac.ca/contact/
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