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 New Information:

1. PICTURE DAY is Tuesday! Bring your amazing 
smiles and nicely combed hair to school this day:) 

2.Literacy Week - we had an amazing & successful 
first ever Literacy Week here at North Otter. The 
greatest celebration of the week came on Friday during 
our ‘Flashlight’ reading time in House Teams. It was 
wonderful to see and be part of. Thank you to all who 
participated in the various activities this week. Special 
thanks to our ‘Special Guest Readers’ who took time 
from their busy schedules to come and read to various 
classrooms: Mr. Bradford (Assistant Superintendent); 
The Rivermen Hockey Team; Captain Prozniak; & Mr. 
Powell (VP at DW Poppy)  

3.Staff updates - There have been a few changes on 
staff to update parents about. Mrs. Stratis (SEA) has 
moved to a different school; we have a new ELL 
teacher - Mrs. Sawatzy who has joined our team; Mrs. 
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Brown has taken over as our Aboriginal Support 
Worker (Mrs. Trattle has a position full time at another 
school); and very sadly, Mrs. Mitchelmore has taken a 
position at a different school. Mrs. Mitchelmore and her 
calm, caring ways will be greatly missed. Please help 
make our new team members feel welcome here at 
North Otter.  

4.Today is the official World Teacher Day - a day for 
recognizing our amazing staff.I appreciate all the hard 
work our staff have done this past year of being here at 
North Otter and the wonderful people they are.  

5.HUGE thank you to Otter Co-op and the 
Vancouver Giants for donating season ticket games to 
our school - for the whole season!! We have 4 tickets/
games that we will be giving away in a variety of ways 
this year. First of all, all classroom divisions are being 
given a specific game set of tickets. The classroom 
teacher will figure out a way to give the tickets away to 
a family in that class. Stay tuned for more information! 

6. Cross Country is up and running:) Thank you to 
Mrs. Havelock, Ms. Tittler, & Mrs. Klann for 
sponsoring all of our interested runners. Thanks also to 
the parents who have volunteered to drive to the x-
country meets at Aldergrove Lake Park. CONGRATS t0 
Daimon (Grade 6) & Jesse (Grade 4) for coming first in 
their age divisions at our first meet. Well done!! 

7.STANDARDS BASED ASSESSMENT
Standards Based Assessment (SBA) is not new but it is 
growing in its importance.  Our new curriculum is competency 
based and concept driven.  As educators, we need to rethink 
past assessment practices and shift towards ones that better 
reflect how and what our students are learning and 
understanding.  DW Poppy has been leading the way with SBA 
and this year have moved forward with this as their practice.  
SBA is reflective of where learning is based on a standard and 
students are provided learning feedback for growth, not a letter 
grade. Feedback indicators are emerging, developing, 
proficient or extending.  The elementary schools within our 
family are also moving in this direction.  On the recent School 
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Upcoming dates: 

October
8th - Picture Day
11th – School Pizza Day
14th – Happy Thanksgiving – 
school closed
16th – Saleema Noon – 
Parent Night
17th – Saleema Noon in 
classes
18th – Saleema Noon in 
classes; TWIN DAY: PAC 
Gym Night
25th – Provincial Pro-D Day – 
No School for Students
28th – 31st – Book Fair in the 
Library
29th/30th – 1 hour early 
dismissal (1:29) – Parent 
Teacher Conferences
31st – Happy Halloween
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Improvement Day, DW Poppy staff hosted the family of schools to discuss and make plans for using 
SBA consistently from kindergarten to grade eight.  Stay tuned for further information and updates as 
the year progresses. 

8. Creating a Culture of Kindness: Did you know that a child’s 
exposure to violent video games not only tends to increase 
aggression in children but also reduces their cooperative and kind 
tendencies? Current research is also showing that such exposure 
decreases a child’s prosocial behaviours such as the ability to show 
empathy towards others. On the other hand, kindness is contagious 
and acts of kindness not only can positively influence other people 
but also can spread other prosocial behaviours such as compassion 
and increase ones general happiness. See attached an article that 
connects kinds to making kids happy.  

9. Terry Fox Fundraising - this year our school raised $467.75. thank 
you to those families who supported this important cause.  

10.Div. 3 & 4 would like to introduce their Sir Otterton awards for 
perseverance, dedication, hard work, and community building - 
honourable traits that they are working on together in their classes. 
The first 2 recipients of the year: Div 3 winner = Sophie C. & Div 4 
winner = Makayla M. The recipient of the Sir Otterton the First 
award is a student who consistently embodies dedication, 
perseverance, hard work and community within their classrooms as 
well as in our North Otter community. Divisions 3 and 4 will 
continue to focus on these attributes thoroughout the year. 
Congratulations! 

11. My TWEEN and ME - please see attachment for more info!This 
parent/child program will help you explore ways you can continue to 
influence your pre-teen’s choices, values and goals. The interactive 
program will give you the keys to preventing risky behaviour—by 
helping you to keep discovering your own skills and strengths as a 
parent. Topics include how pre-teens are changing physically and 
emotionally, communicating with pre-teens, encouraging self-esteem, 
teaching good decision making skills and discipline. 

12.Jr. Otters (our version of Student Council) is up and running for 
interested Grade 6 & 7 students. We held our 2nd meeting this week 
and the students have chosen a few fun activities for the month of 
October and have eagerly joined some new committees where their 
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leadership skills can shine even further! Our first planned fun day is 
on Oct. 18th - Twin Day! (or triplet, or …). They are also lending a 
helping hand to create the annual ‘Haunted Hallway’ in the 
intermediate wing of the school.  

13.Parking around the school = one of our neighbours has come in to 
complain already regarding parking on 54th by the gas station. 
Bylaw has an open file as the street is not deemed wide enough to 
park vehicles on both sides of the street. You are also not able to park 
on the side of the street that has a bike lane. By parking on both sides 
of the street, parents are causing a safety hazard for their own 
children. Please park only where appropriate. In addition, another 
neighbour has come in to complain regarding how fast parents are 
driving down 54th after they drop off their children - even when 
students are walking on the side of the street. Please be mindful that 
all around the school, the speed zone is 30km/hour. Allow our 
children to arrive and leave safely.  

 

13. A reminder - parents please do not smoke or vape on school grounds. We have young 
lungs at work at North Otter. If you must, please smoke/vape off of school grounds and away 
from the school. Thank you.

14. Parents, please look at the community events section of the School District 
website (link below)which can be informative & helpful. Here is the link:  
https://www.sd35.bc.ca/news-events/community-bulletin-board/ 
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DPAC News Subscription Now Available  http://langleydpac.ca/contact/
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